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A Review of Research on Corpora in English Teaching

HONG Minfang WANG Xinyue LI Ping

Abstract; Corpora has gradually become an important teaching tool in the
classrooms. Based on previous studies, this study delivered a review on the research of
corpora in English teaching and learning, taking 320 core journal papers on CNKI from
2011 to 2020 as the research object. The papers are meticulously studied and analyzed
from the following three aspects: corpora indirectly applied to teaching, corpora
directly applied to teaching and corpora construction. The results show that fruitful
achievements have been made in this field in the past decade, including a wider range
of research areas and the gradual rise of research on corpora for teaching English for
special purposes, which has largely filled the gaps in previous research. However,
there also existed some problems that cannot be ignored, such as insufficient application of
theoretical research results into foreign language classrooms, extensive and uneven

research, as well as insufficient construction and sharing of the corpus resources in
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