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The Textual Time in Lust, Caution and Eileen Chang’s Apocalypse Complex
CHEN Junyi

Abstract: Eileen Chang is recognized as one of the most talented and styled female
writers in the Chinese literature of the 20th century. Compared with other contemporary
books, Lust, Caution depicts the image of Shanghai during the Occupied Period with a
unique style, which differs in the styles of other Eileen Chang’s contemporary works.
In Lust, Caution, Eileen Chang did not adopt grand historical narrative strategies, and
no longer cared about the life of ordinary people struggling to survive in troubled
times. Instead, she presented the tragedy of female college students who took part in
assassination but died. The prosperous but desolate image of Shanghai in the wartime
is mixed with a strong sense of loss. From the perspective of time background of Lust,
Caution, this thesis analyzes the relationship between Shanghai and the lingering

“apocalypse complex” in Eileen Chang’s work. At the same time, this thesis discusses
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how Eileen Chang disintegrated the traditional narrative of the image of Shanghai in
the Occupied Period, and analyzes how this novel contributes to the realization of
female self-expression in troubled times.

Keywords: time; Eileen Chang; Shanghai; apocalypse complex
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