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A Pragmatic Analysis of the English Translation of
“Bing Dwen Dwen” and “Shuey Rhon Rhon”
XIONG Zhuo PENG Zerun

Abstract: Since the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, the Olympic mascots “Bing
Dwen Dwen” and “Shuey Rhon Rhon” have attracted the attention of
people all over the world,and their English translations have become
the focus of the public. This paper analyzes the translation process of
“Bing Dwen Dwen” and “Shuey Rhon Rhon” with relevance theory
and language adaptation theory in pragmatics,and compares them with
the English translation of the Olympic mascot “Fuwa”. The paper
argues that under the dual translation strategies of foreignization and
domestication, the translations of “Bing Dwen Dwen” and “Shuey
Rhon Rhon” eliminate the asymmetry of the cognitive context caused
by directly adopting the Chinese pinyin,which aligns with the phonetic
characteristics and lexical structure of the target language,and reflects
the dual meaning-reasoning communication process. Thus it is the
result from the constraints of language adaptation theory.

Keywords: pragmatics; translation; Chinese pinyin; Bing Dwen Dwen; Shuey

Rhon Rhon
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