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Rearguing the Relationship Between Translation Theory and Practice

LI Qiaozhen

Abstract; The relationship between translation theory and practice has been a
debatable issue for a long time and hitherto failed to come to any agreement. The
existing studies haven’t given a clear definition and classification to translation theory
and thus the indefiniteness of these origin questions has caused the endless dispute over
the relationship between translation theory and practice, which is detrimental to the
consolidation of translation studies as a discipline. Mainly based on James Holmes’
definition and classification, translation theory in this paper is classified into general
theory and partial theory, prescriptive theory and descriptive theory, ontological theory
and interdisciplinary theory. It’s concluded that translation theory, directly or indirectly,
originates from practice, and varied translation theories can guide translation practice
within a given scope and in a certain level.
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2007)" . Ry T kG B IR R B O TR VA L AR OB I 1 RS B O B R B M e
(prescriptive theory) . 5 HLIE M I8 FR by 1 24 P B8 (descriptive theory) . B B #
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