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Towards a View of Translation Criticism on the Basis of Cognitive Linguistics

WANG Xiaonong

Abstract: Each of the three major traditional translation criticisms, based on
philology, structuralism and de-constructivism respectively, focuses on a different
single link of the translation process, and therefore, they are one-sided. In light of the
basic tenets and relevant theories of Cognitive Linguistics (CL.), and the ClL.-based
translation theory, a CL informed view of translation criticism is proposed, which is
intended to be helpful in conducting more thorough, insightful, and accurate translation
criticism in practice. The CL-based translation criticism considers more fully the author,
texts, translator, reader, cognitive world and actual world, takes analyzing the cognitive
worlds of the texts as the main procedure and the maximum similarity between the
textual cognitive worlds as the main criterion, and highlights the dynamic and multiple
interactive relationships between those elements in the translation process, which make
up for the deficiencies of the three traditional views of translation criticism.
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