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The Theoretical Construction of “The Budding System of
World Literature” in China: A Review of The Budding System of World
Literature and Modern Chinese Translations of Western Literature (1896-1916)
Ll Jin

Abstract: Since the concept of “world literature” was proposed, world literature
theory has been overshadowed by Western-centrism, which makes
theoretical innovations from non-Western countries particularly
valuable. Professor Hao Lan’s newly published book, The Budding
System of World Literature and Modern Chinese Translations of
Western Literature (1896-1916), is a theoretical monograph that
delves deeply into world literature theory and Chinese modern
translation experience of Western literature. It creatively proposes the
“The Budding System of World Literature” theory and supplements
the deficiencies of the Western world literature theoretical framework.
The book also provides robust support for this theory through rich
historical materials, meticulous textual research, and precise source
tracing. The author’s analysis integrates the textures of both translation
studies and literary research,with interdisciplinary case studies such as “Lin
Shu’s novels” offering vivid illustrations of the “The Budding System of
World Literature” theory. This work not only enriches the traditionally
Western-centric world literature theoretical system with Chinese
perspectives but also marks a significant contribution of China to the
genealogy of world literature theory.

Keywords: The Budding System of World Literature; World Literature; Lin

Shu’s novels
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