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Orchid and iris have lost all their fragrance;

Flag and melilotus have changed into straw.

Why have all the fragrant flowers of days gone by

Now all transformed themselves into worthless mugwort?
What other reason can there be for this

But that they all have no more care for beauty?®
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E’en Orchids changed, their Fragrance quickly lost,
And midst the Weeds Angelicas were tossed.

How could these Herbs, so fair in former Day,

Their Hue have changed, and turned to Mugworts grey?
The Reason for their Fall, not far to seek,

Was that to tend their Grace their Will proved weak. ?
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Sweet orchids have lost fragrant smell, oh!
Sweet grass turn to weeds stinking strong.

How can sweet plants of days gone by, oh!
Turn to weeds and wormwood unfair?

Is there another reason why? Oh!

For beauty no one seems to care. ©
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