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A Comparative Study of Translation Strategies in Game Localization:
Taking Overwatch as an Example
TENG Mei SHEN Yang

Abstract; Along with the rapid development of video game industries in the world,
China has become one of the most potential markets, thus the importance of localized
translation of video games has become more prominent. There exists different tendencies
and characteristics in localization translation strategies between Chinese Mainland and
Hong Kong and Taiwan. Aiming at the phenomenon, the paper concludes the factors
that lead to the phenomenon. Guided by the translation strategy of domestication and
foreignization, the paper studies the localized translation of video game Overwatch. It
is found that Chinese Mainland tends to domesticating translation strategy, while
Hong Kong and Taiwan inclines to combine the translation strategies of foreignization
and domestication. Besides, the factors of regulation and policy. market, language

habits and history and culture may contribute to this discrepancy. By comparing the
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characteristics of localized translation and translation strategies of Chinese Mainland
and Hong Kong and Taiwan in the game, the paper is expected to inspire more studies
on localized translation of cultural products.

Keywords: video game; localized translation; translation strategy; Overwatch
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