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The Research on Negative Ambiguous Sentences “NP—+ can’t+again+ VP/AP”
SHANG Yongyun HUANG Ping

Abstract: “NP -+ can’ t+ again+ VP” can express three semantics: “VP” can’t
appear again; The “VP” went on and on, and could’ t go on; “VP” to the limit,
equivalent to “VP” can no longer “VP” structure. “NP + can’ t + again + AP” can
express four semantics: “AP” can’t appear again; “AP”can’t last forever; “AP” to the
limit, equivalent to “AP can’t be AP”;Can’t be more “AP”,indicating the degree of
deepening. “NP-+can’t+again+ VP/AP” can be formally confirmed by transformation
analysis method that there are different semantic relations, and semantic ambiguity is
related to the semantic characteristics of “again”. The fourth meaning of “NP-+can’t+
again+ AP” is related to “AP”.

Keywords: “NP+can’t+again+ VP/AP”;ambiguity;transformation analysis
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