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Abstract .

From the Periphery of China to the Mainstream:
The Historical Transformation of the Regional Culture of
Kuaiji During the Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties
YANG Ying LI Xiangyin

In Chinese history, the Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties were important
periods for the development of the regional culture of Kuaiji. During
the Eastern Han Dynasty, the infiltration of Confucianism under the
combined action of internal and external factors facilitated the regional
culture of Kuaiji to align with mainstream Confucian values. By the
Six Dynasties, the shifts of political centers and the economic rise of
the Jiangnan region further elevated Kuaiji—once a remote corner of
the south—into a regional hub with radiating power and significant
influence. During the transformation of the regional culture of Kuaiji,
the role of cultural families was of vital importance. The growth of
local gentry and their integration with migrant elite clans made the
development of Kuaiji’s cultural families rich and multi-faceted,
providing both the stability for persistence and a foundation for progress, as
well as fresh perspectives for examination and the motivation for
innovation. Within a cultural environment maintaining a certain distance
from the central authority, the subjectivity of the regional culture of Kuaiji
gained recognition and prominence, and thus produced leading achievements
in various fields such as academia, culture, and the arts, elevating the spirit

of the regional culture to new heights.

Keywords: Kuaiji; Han, Wei, and Six Dynasties; regional culture; transformation
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