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Individuation of Bigger in Native Son from the Perspective of Prototype Theory

YANG Xiaoli HU Qiping

Abstract: Richard Wright's Native Son was a milestone in black literature. Bigger
is the hero of the story. The hero’s contradictory psyche and character have been the
focus of academic research. Individuation as a core concept of Carl Gustav Jung’s
psychology refers to the process of mental growth. This paper based on the theory of
individuation aims at analyzing Bigger’s mentality and the sources of his violence, i. e.
his racial complex, his ego’s persona and shadow, as well as conflicts and mediation
between anima and animus. During the two crimes Bigger committed, his complex of
racial hatred is relieved; his contradictory persona being obedient and violent and the
shadow of his anger are mediated in the process of the identification of contradiction as
well as deep meditation; his inward anima depressed and discarded is integrated with
his despotic animus, which indicates Bigger’s real self and realizes his individuation.
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