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On Language and Communicative Behaviors at War: A Review on Communication,
Interpreting and Language in Wartime : Historical and Contemporary Perspective

WU Na GU Yi

Abstract: Communication, Interpreting and Language in Wartime . Historical
and Contem porary Perspective is a book on the linguistic and communicative behaviors
in the war context, exploring the intricate relationship between communication,
interpreting and language in the multiple specific frames of historical and contemporary
wars, and probing into their synergic effect on war. In this sense, this paper reviews
the book first, stressing that the international war is a complex linguistic and
communicative action. Concerning parties in the war construct and convey the
messages and meanings through interpreters via languages. Therefore, various factors
such as the intercultural contexts, positioning of interpreters, code of ethics, and
interpreter subjectivity will all exert an influence on the conveyance of messages. It

then raises the trinity model among communication, interpreting and language,
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elaborating on how the four factors as the intercultural contexts, positioning of
interpreters, code of ethics, and interpreter subjectivity influence relevant parties in
the process of war.

Keywords: War; interpreting; communication; language
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