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Aesthetic Analysis of Reception in the Film Joker from Horizon of Expectation
YANG Yanfei

Abstract: The new American film Joker breaks the audience’ s traditional
expectation of the role of the joker and gives its audience an unexpected and different
viewing experience with its unique portrait of the image of its character joker. In the
previous abundant research of the film Joker, most of the former scholars mainly focus
on the analysis of the film itself, and few scholars try to analyze it from the perspective
of the receiver. However, the huge success of the film Joker cannot be separated from
the strong support of its audience. Therefore, this paper will do research on the
aesthetic experience of the film Joker from the perspective of the “ Horizon of
Expectation” of the theory of Reception Aesthetics, from four aspects: the overturn of
the image of the joker, of the selection of the leading role, of the character setting and
of the film ending.

Keywords: Horizon of expectation;reception aesthetics; Joker
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