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The Origin and Development of Guifu in Japan

WU Jianping JIANG Guangna HAYASHI Kouhei

Abstract; The tortoise-shaped base of the stone tablet which can be seen almost
everywhere in East Asia, is known as Guifu. And it is well known that Guifu
originated from the Southern and Northern Dynasties in ancient China and it was
introduced to the Korean Peninsula in the 7th century. However, it appeared relatively
late in Japan. And it seems that Guifu appeared in Japan suddenly around the 17th
century. Focusing on the 17th century, this paper makes a specific study and a detailed
elaboration on the specific situation of the initial shape and subsequent development of
Guifu in Japan. What’s more, the paper also makes an analysis of the background of
the establishment of Japanese Guifu, and further clarifies its origin in Japan. In
addition, by comparing with Chinese Guifu, Korea Guifu and Janpanses Guifu, the
paper also concludes the distinctive characteristics and unique significance of Japanese
Guifu.

Keywords: Stone tablet; Wakan SansaiZue; KinmoZui; Dermochelys coriacea
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