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On the Narrative Framework of the Customs of Seasonal Festivals
in A Dream in Red Mansions and Promotion in Its Thematic Significance

LI Jianping

Abstract; Through an analysis on corpus text of A Dream in Red Mansions via
retrieving the keywords “festival”, “spring”, “summer”, “autumn” and “winter”, it
is found that the description of the customs of seasonal festivals in China is the core
content of the narration of this classical novel. The focused and scattered narrative
structure highlights the theme of the works, which can be presented as follows:
narration of celebrations of the Lantern Festival and the Mid-autumn Festival three
times respectively constitutes the central axis of the narrative, focusing on the central
theme—A Feast Must be Dispersed while narration of the other festivals adds up to
this very theme and reflects the author’s concern and sympathy for the individual’s fate
with deep compassion and the spirit of humanism.

Keywords: customs of festivals; narrative framework; thematic significance; promotion
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