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A “Hot and Cold” Dilemma:
The Translation of Contemporary Chinese Popular Literature in Japan

LU Dongli XIONG Yue

Abstract: China’s contemporary popular literature has gone through three stages
of pluralistic development: martial-arts fictions come first, followed by children’s
literature and science fiction and online literature in Japan. Online literature had a
“cold winter” in Japan when compared with the hit brought by contemporary science
fiction and the certain positive reception brought by children’s literature. It went
through a “hot and cold” dilemma. Viewed from the horizontal angle, the spread of
China’s popular literature in Japan is way behind in Europe and America. From the
vertical angle, China’s science fiction outshines other popular literatures. On one
hand, the dilemma is the result of selection preferences and advertising strategies of
translators and publishers in Japan. On the other hand, it implies the acceptance and
aesthetic appreciation of Japanese readers. The contemporary popular literature not
only has the own characteristics of national and world literatures but also the popular

and wide-spreading features of media. It can create a new situation for Japanese translation
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through improving the quality, internationalizing the works, catering to the “long-tail
effect” industry chain of Japan’s ecological environment and others.

Keywords: China, Popular Literature, Japan, Translation.
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