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Modern Philosophical Reflections on the Rise and Fall of “Hundred Days” :
A Critical Study of Louis Aragon’s La Semaine Sainte

XU Zhenhua

Abstract: This paper conducts a critical analysis of the novel La Semaine Sainte
by French writer Louis Aragon, setting against the backdrop of the
rise and fall of Napoleon’s “Hundred Days” in the early 19th century,
and explores its historical significance from the perspective of modern
philosophy. It first traces the political trajectory of Napoleon’s
“Hundred Days”—from his failed expedition to Russia and forced
abdication to his brief restoration and ultimate defeat at Waterloo. It
argues that his downfall was not solely due to the military intervention
of the Seventh Coalition Against France by European feudal monarchies, but
also reflected the alienation of the French populace who had suffered greatly
from the war. The paper also focuses on the spiritual metamorphosis of the
young painter Théodore, through his reflections on the Bourbon Dynasty
and the Napoleonic Empire, revealing his new perception of war, peace,and
social justice. Finally, the paper analyzes Aragon’s creative intentions. By
following Théodore’s mental journey of self-discovery, it reflects on

historical narratives and modern survival scenarios,and highlights the power
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of independent and autonomous personality.
Keywords: Napoleon; Hundred Days; restoration; counter-restoration; Théodore;

reflection; choice
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