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The Comparison of Anti-War Ideologies Between Kenzaburo Oe and Haruki
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Murakami: Taking Derrida’s Animal Theory as a Reference

Li Yonghua

In The Animal That Therefore I Am, Derrida distinguishes between
two types of animals:l’animal, as defined by human civilization, and
I’animot, which can be placed outside of human civilization. Behind
these two concepts lie two different worldviews. By comparing
Kenzaburo Oe’s “Raising” and Haruki Murakami’s “The Abandoned
Cat” through the lens of these two distinct animal concepts, we can
identify significant differences in their anti-war ideologies. The
narrator in “Raising” recounts events from the perspective of their
childhood self without further elaboration on their current understanding,
thereby failing to fully explore the narrative possibilities aligned with
I'animot. In contrast,the narrator of “The Abandoned Cat” recalls the past
from the very beginning based on I’animot, and explicitly outlines how the
narrator now perceives the world based on 'animot. The differences in
anti-war ideology between Oe and Murakami reflect their differing
worldviews.

Jacques Derrida; Kenzaburo Oe; Haruki Murakami; 1’animot; worldview
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